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LG LEADERS:  

 Lesson #2 covers Prov. 3-4 but I’ve included additional notes from Prov. 2 in case any of you need to 
do follow up from last week.  

 There are several ways you can walk through these texts: 
o Verse by verse in the order they are written 
o Another option would be to do so in categories: 

 What benefits of wisdom are listed in these chapters? 
 What are we told to do with wisdom? 
 How many different ways are we told to prize, value, keep, treasure wisdom? 
 What are wise ways to “love” our neighbor” (What are we told not to do?) 
 What are the consequences of not walking in wisdom? 

 I’ve highlighted each of the above with a different color in my Bible. This could be 
something you did with your group. 

 Things we want to be true of us: 
o We are those who get wisdom – Prov. 4:5 
o We are those who prize wisdom – Prov. 4:8 
o We are those who teach and lead others in wisdom – Prov. 4:11 (THIS IS DEFINITELY A KEY 

VERSE FOR THOSE SEEKING TO MAKE DISCIPLES) 
o We want to continue to grow in wisdom all of our life – Prov. 4:18 

 Quick overview: 
o Prov. 2 – Through wisdom the Lord protects 
o Prov. 3 – Through wisdom the Lord directs  
o Prov. 4 – Through wisdom the Lord perfects  

 

INTRO: (Here are some discussion starters as you lead your groups) 

 What situations in life require wisdom? (Are there actually and that do not require wisdom?) 

 When was a time you specifically asked God for wisdom?  

 Is there a situation in which you are currently seeking the Lord’s wisdom?  

 What are you currently doing to “get” wisdom?  

 If someone were to ask you how to “get” wisdom, what would your response be? 
 

Knowing what to do? Situations that need wisdom:  

 When my dad was in ICU at Fort Polk – forgive him 

 In January, 1999 Graham Staines and his two sons, Phillip (10) and Timothy (6) were mobbed by 
radical Hindus, trapped inside their vehicle in Monoharpur, Orissa, India, and burned alive. The three 
charred bodies were recovered clinging to each other. Graham Staines had spent 34 years serving the 
people of India in the name of Jesus. He was the director of the LeProsy Mission in Baripada, Orissa. 

o He left behind his widow Gladys and daughter Esther – what should they do? (They actually 
stayed and continued to minister in India for several years afterward) 

 When you see someone cheating on a test?  
 

Prov 4 – Get Wisdom  
 

 Prov. 4:5 “Get wisdom; get insight; do not forget, and do not turn away from the words of my mouth” 
o Be like the Bereans 
o Be like the workman who need not be ashamed but he does his best to present himself to God 

as workman who is approved who rightly divides the Word  

 The Benefits of getting wisdom: 
o Prov. 4:6 “Do not forsake her, and she will keep you; love her and she will guard you.” 



o 4:8 “Prize her highly and she will exalt you; she will honor you if you embrace her. She will place 
on your head a graceful garland; she will bestow on you a beautiful crown” 

o 4:12 “When you walk, your step will not be hampered, and if you run, you will not stumble 
o Prov. 3:13-18 “Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding, for 

the gain from her is better than gain from silver and her profit better than gold. She is more 
precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her. Long life is in her right hand 
and riches and honor. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She is a 
tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called blessed.” 

 
Obedience leads to life 
Disobedience leads to death 
 

THROUGH WISDOM, THE LORD PROTECTS (PROV. 2) (Development and Deliverance)  

 Wisdom comes from God and no one can enjoy it who does not choose God’s paths 

 Receive wisdom – don’t just hear it accept it (take my teaching seriously – your life depends on 
it) 

 Alphabetic poem – 22 verses – matches the letters in the alphabet – completeness 

 One sentence in the Hebrew 

 Treasure up = to hide or conceal for a definite purpose – one treasures that which he stores 

 With you – the commands are to accompany the son wherever he goes 

 Incline = to turn to; to win over; to yield;  

 The search for wisdom 
o Are you seeking wisdom?  
o Are we seeking for it like silver? Or like we were searching for hidden treasure?  
o Is there an intensity about our searching for the Lord’s wisdom?  
o V. 4 seek it = to search for something lost or missed; to strive after something, be busy, 

be concerned 
o The metaphor implies that a great deal of effort and sacrifice must be expended to get it.  

 Prov. 8:17 I love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently find 

me. 

 Prov. 8:34 Blessed is the one who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, 
waiting beside my doors. 

 A daily search – not just a one time thing  
 Prov. 8:35-36 For whoever finds me finds life and obtains favor from the LORD, 

but he who fails to find me injures himself; all who hate me love death." 

o Are you crying out for it? 
 Ps. 139:169 Let my cry come before you, O Lord; give me understanding 

according to your word! 
 Jer. 33:3 Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden 

things that you have not known. 
o Prayer is a critical part of the search process  

 James – if any of you lacks wisdom – ask your Father in Heaven  

 If-then 
o It pinpoints the importance of choice 

 There is nothing automatic about going wisdom’s way 

 One does not drift into it lazily 

 It takes a deliberate decision to begin and constant attention later to follow 

wisdom 
o It pictures the actuality of results 

 Those who respond to wisdoms calls she helps 
 Meet the “if’ condition and you may plan on the “then” result 
 The condition is both intense and specific as the verbs in 1-4 indicate 

 They imply focused passion, single-hearted devotion to discovering and 
doing, what is right “cry out . . . lift up your voice (v. 3) 



 The result is that wisdom’s true suitor will know what to do to please God and 
how to do it 

 The source of wisdom (5-7a) 
o V. 6 – though we are to search for it – only God gives/bestows wisdom 
o The reason (v. 6) introduced by “for” underscores the importance of the if-then argument 

and shows why it works: It puts us in direct touch with the grace and power of God, 

who both “gives” (v. 6) and “guards” (v. 8), equipping us with the wisdom of His 

very words (“from his mouth”) and serving as a shield to those who pursue life 

(“walk”) in terms of His integrity.  

o God is Giver to the wise and Guardian of them 
 He gives wisdom 
 Knowledge and understanding come from His mouth 

 Man does not live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the 
Father’s mouth  

 Ps. 139:17 “How precious to me are your thoughts O God!” 

 Ps. 119:18 “Open my eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of your 
law” 
Ps. 119:25 “Give me life according to your word” 

 Ps. 119:24 “Your testimonies are my delight; they are my counselors”  

 Ps. 119:27 “Make me understand the way of your precepts” 

 Ps. 119:29 “Graciously teach me your law” 

 Ps. 119:36 “Incline my heart to your testimonies and not to selfish gain” 

 Ps. 119:37 “Turn my eyes from looking at worthless things; and give me 
life in your ways” 

 Ps. 119:66 “Teach me good judgment and knowledge”  
 He stores up sound wisdom for the upright 

 As we treasure/store it up – so does He 
o So how often do we search for wisdom in other places? 
o “It was said, long ago, that it is the highest wisdom for a man to know himself—but I 

deny that. The first, the highest, the best of all wisdom is for a man to know his God. As 
for himself, he is but a speck, an atom, a nothing. If he truly attains a knowledge of God, 
he will afterwards know himself in the best possible way.”—1898, Sermon C. H. 
Spurgeon 

 The shield of wisdom (7b-8; 11-19) - Deliverance 
o Guarding 
o Watching over 

 His wisdom works in us to fend off our tendencies toward injustice, unfair 
treatment of our neighbors and fellow citizens, and to ward off and correct the 
injustices with which they may afflict us.  

 The outcome of His protection is a life characterized by 3 social virtues – 
righteousness, justice, equity 

 And every good path  
o Delivering you (v. 12, 16) 

 How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word 
 How much heartache do we bring upon ourselves because we refuse the Lord’s 

provision of protecting wisdom.  

 The success/sweetness of wisdom (9-10; 20-22) 
o then you will understand righteousness and justice and equity, every good path 
o wisdom will come into your heart and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul 
o Transformation – not just information 

 Matt. 12:34 You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? 
For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 

 Matt. 15:8 "'This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 

 Matt. 15:19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual 
immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 



 Ezek. 36:26-27 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within 

you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of 
flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes 
and be careful to obey my rules. 

 Prov. 4:23 – Above all else guard your heart for it is the well spring of life.  

 Prov. 4 

 Be careful little eyes what you see 

 Be careful little ears what you hear 

 Be careful little mouths what you say 

 Be careful little feet where you go 

 Let all of yourself be engaged on the path of righteousness  
 

THROUGH WISDOM, THE LORD DIRECTS (PROV. 3) 

 In the third speech the temptations that are exposed lie within the hearts of the students 

(v. 1, 3, 5 for “heart”) Inner life more than outer is the focus. (DON’T MISS THIS 

TRANSITION) 

 What counts, says the teachers, is the fear of the Lord (1-26) and the care of one’s neighbor 
(27-32).  

 TO GET THE EVENS YOU GOT TO BE A LITTLE ODD!!!!! 
o The combination of these two themes recalls the two tables of the 10 Commandments  
o The obedient life is lived in the sight of both God and man. 

 Trust the Lord’s guidance (the Lord Guides) 

 Honor the Lord’s provision (the Lord provides) 

 Accept the Lord’s correction (the Lord chides) 

 Trust the Lord 
o Trust = to lean with the whole body on something, in order to rest upon it 
o Trust = “to lie helpless, facedown” It pictures a servant waiting for the master’s command 

in readiness to obey, or a defeated soldier yielding himself to the conquering general  
 The grand sin of the human race is their continual endeavor to live independently 

of God, i.e., to be without God in the world 

Isaiah 26:4 (NIV)  
4 Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal.  
 

Jeremiah 17:7 (NIV)  
7 "But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. 
 
TRUSTING IS NOT EASY - JUMPING OFF A DIVING BOARD INTO OPEN ARMS 
 
Is He Trustworthy?  
 

Psalms 84:12 (NIV)  
12 O LORD Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in you.  
 

Proverbs 16:20 (NIV)  
20 Whoever gives heed to instruction prospers, and blessed is he who trusts in the LORD.  
 

Proverbs 28:25 (NIV)  
25 A greedy man stirs up dissension, but he who trusts in the LORD will prosper.  

 

Proverbs 29:25 (NIV)  
25 Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe.  
 

Jeremiah 17:7 (NIV)  
7 "But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. 
 



Dever: We have a basis for trust: God’s power! We see his creation of all things. We consider his 

power and his competency. We observe his Providence in caring for everything he has created, 

particularly his care for us. And we know he is the one who can be trusted. 

 

o Entirely (with all your heart) 

 No such thing as “half-hearted” trust – complete 

o Exclusively (do not rely on) 
 Moses – “Stretch the Rod over the sea” 
 Gideon –  

 “Send back the majority of your men”  

 “March around Jericho and shout” 
 Job 
 one’s private version of right/wrong must be submitted to God. 

 do not prop thyself. It is on GOD, not on thyself, that thou art commanded 
to depend. He who trusts in his own heart is a fool. 

o HOME DEPOT MENTALITY – YOU CAN DO IT – WE CAN 
HELP!!!! PROBLEM IS – YOU CAN’T DO IT!! 

 Matthew Henry: We must, with an entire submission and satisfaction, depend 
upon him to perform all things for us, and not lean to our own understanding, as if 
we could, by any forecast of our own, without God, help ourselves, and bring our 
affairs to a good issue. Those who know themselves cannot but find their own 
understanding to be a broken reed, which, if they lean to, will certainly fail them. 

o Exhaustively (in all your ways) 
 No compartmentalization – this is my Jesus take care of this box and this is my I 

got this box  
 Clarke: Begin, continue, and end every work, purpose, and device, with God. 

Earnestly pray for His direction at the commencement; look for His continual 
support in the progress; and so begin and continue that all may terminate in His 
glory: and then it will certainly be to thy good; for we never honor God, without 
serving ourselves. 

 Henry: We must ask His advice and beg direction from Him, not only when the 
case is difficult (when we know not what to do, no thanks to us that we have our 
eyes up to him), but in every case, be it ever so plain, 

 Henry: In all our ways that prove direct, and fair, and pleasant, in which we gain 
our point to our satisfaction, we must acknowledge God with thankfulness. In all 
our ways that prove cross and uncomfortable, and that are hedged up with 
thorns, we must acknowledge God with submission. Our eye must be ever 
towards God; to Him we must, in every thing, make our requests known 

o Renounce our own understanding 
o Renounce our own wisdom 

 He will direct/make straight your paths 

o Delitzsch: From God alone comes true prosperity, true help. He knows the right way to 

the right ends. He knows what benefits us. He is able to free us from that which 

does us harm: therefore it is our duty and our safety to place our confidence 

wholly in Him, and to trust not to our own judgment. 
o Matthew Henry: Those that put themselves under a divine guidance shall always have 

the benefit of it. God will give them that wisdom which is profitable to direct, so that they 
shall not turn aside into the by-paths of sin, and then will himself so wisely order the 
event that it shall be to their mind, or (which is equivalent) for their good. Those that 
faithfully follow the pillar of cloud and fire shall find that though it may lead them about it 
leads them the right way and will bring them to Canaan at last. 

 

 Fear the Lord 



o One of the most dangerous forms of evil we should avoid is arrogant self-reliance 

from which all fear of God is drained. 
o The path we walk is marked out by Him and the power to walk is His gift 
o Renounce evil  

 Trust in God leads to well-being in the very depths of our persons (v. 8) 

 Sin never leads here 
 Obedience is for our best!!!!! 
 

 Honor the Lord’S PROVISION (9-10) 

o We will discuss more of this on wealth 

o But because of the Gospel and in the power of the Gospel we are to be cheerful, 

sacrificial givers – honoring the Lord with our wealth because He is the One who 

has entrusted it to us.  

 

 ACCEPT THE LORD’S CORRECTION (11-12) 
o Sometimes God’s direction comes through correction  

 Only the fool despises reproof/correction 
 Moses and Jethro 
 Paul and Peter (Galatians)  
 Nathan and David  

o Love is his motivation – GOD DISCIPLINES ME BECAUSE HE LOVES ME 
o WHEN GOD DISCIPLINES HE IS THINKING OF OUR LONG TERM GOOD – WHEN 

WE SIN WE ARE ONLY THINKING OF OUR SHORT TERM DESIRES 
o Heb. 12:4-8? – HIS GOAL IN DISCIPLINE IS HOLINESS (turn and read)  
o C. S. Lewis – an artist may not make much trouble over a picture drawn to amuse a 

child, but he takes endless effort over his great work of art that he loves 
o C. S. Lewis – when we complain of our sufferings we are not asking for more love, but 

for less. We are asking God not to take us so seriously. 
o Waltke: As the loving Father, God desires the son to experience the blessings of the 

even verses but the condition to realizing this goal is satisfying the obligations of the odd 
verses. Therefore, he imposes discipline on the son to conform him to its obligations and 
so proves his love.  

o The absence of corrective measures, Lane concludes, would indicate rejection. 
o Lewis: God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks to us in our conscience, but shouts 

in our pains.  
o Driscoll: God is a father who disciplines his children for the purpose of driving out folly, 

bringing in wisdom and love of him that leads to holiness. The discipline is unpleasant, 

but the ensuing life is very pleasant. And so, God is thinking long term for the benefit 

of his children. And we are told that fathers and mothers are supposed to behave 

the same way that God does. 
 We discipline for sin and rebellion and not mistakes or accidents.  
 Prov. 29:15 “The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child left to himself brings 

shame to his mother” 
 Prov. 29:17 Discipline your son, and he will give you rest; he will give delight to 

your heart.” 
o Adam and Eve – Driscoll: Does God, though, in his discipline, abandon or abuse them? 

He doesn’t. God still loves them. God still loves them. God comes to them. He makes 
clothing for them to wear and he drives them out of the Garden of Eden and away from 
the tree of life. If they continue to partake of it, they live forever and he does that, I 
believe, as an act of discipline and an act of love. Had they continued to eat of that tree, 
they would have lived forever, apart from God. 

 

 THE BLESSINGS OF WISDOM (3:13-26) 
o Take time to identify each blessing 
o Why do you think (3:19-20) are included? 

 I think one reason is to show that God utilizes wisdom in all that He does. 



 I think another reason is to show that God is above wisdom. So, the emphasis is 
that wisdom is something used by God and used to describe God, but wisdom is 
not God. God is above and employs all things.  

 

 THE WAY OF WISDOM TOWARD OUR NEIGHBORS (3:27-35) 
o As we’ve been thinking lately on “loving others” these are good ways to act wisely 

toward those around us.  

 

THROUGH WISDOM, THE LORD PERFECTS (PROV. 4)   

What should we do with wisdom? 

 Do not forsake it – 4:2 

 Hold fast to it – 4:4 

 Prize her – 4:8 

 Keep hold of instruction; do not let go; guard her, for she is your life – 4:13 

 

Where should we get this wisdom from? Our parents/disciplemakers  

 A verse for parents and all disciple makers – Prov. 4:11 

o “I have taught you the way of wisdom; I have led you in the paths of uprightness” 
 I’ve not just informed you of wisdom, but I’ve modeled it. I have just pointed out the way, 

but led you in it. 

 Prov. 4:1 “Hear, O sons, a father’s instruction, and be attentive, that you may gain insight, for I give you 
good precepts; do not forsake my teaching. When I was a son with my father, tender, the only one in 
the sight of my mother, he taught me and said to me, “let your heart hold fast my words; keep my 
commandments and live” 

 Prov. 23:15-19 “My son, if your heart is wise, my heart too will be glad. My inmost being 
will exult when your lips speak what is right. Let not your heart envy sinners, but 
continue in the fear of the Lord all the day. Surely there is a future, and your hope will 
not be cut off. Hear my son and be wise and direct your heart in the way. 

 Prov. 23:24-26 “The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice; he who fathers a wise son 
will be glad in him. Let your father and mother be glad; let her who bore you rejoice. My 

son, give me your heart, and let your eyes observe my ways” 

 Prov. 4:18 “But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines brighter 

and brighter until full day” 

4:23 

 Why is guarding our heart so critical? 

o Our hearts are the wellspring of life.  
o McCheyne: The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” 

Jer. 17:9. Learn much of the Lord Jesus. For every look at yourself, take ten looks at Christ. He 
is altogether lovely. Such infinite majesty, and yet such meekness and grace, and all for sinners, 
even the chief! Live much in the smiles of God. Bask in his beams. Feel his all-seeing eye 

settled on you in love, and repose in his almighty arms. . . .. . . Let your soul be filled with a 

heart-ravishing sense of the sweetness and excellency of Christ and all that is in Him. Let 

the Holy Spirit fill every chamber of your heart; and so there will be no room for folly, or 

the world, or Satan, or the flesh. 
 The excellency of Christ is both the brilliant contrast to the sin in our hearts, and the 

remedy to the sin we find there. McCheyne was well aware that we battle indwelling 

sin by filling our hearts with “the sweetness and excellency of Christ and all that 

is in Him.” Communion with Christ is the key to sanctification. This is the expulsive 
power of a new affection. This is to be changed from one degree of glory to another by 
beholding the brilliance of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18). 

o Augustine: You move us and cause us to delight in praising You; for You formed us for Yourself, 

and our hearts are restless till they find rest in Thee 
 "Our hearts, O Lord, were made for you, and they are restless until they rest in you." 



o Augustine: How sweet all at once it was for me to be rid of those fruitless joys which I had 
once feared to lose! You drove them from me, you who are the true, the sovereign joy. You 

drove them from me and took their place, you who are sweeter than all pleasure.  
o Ps. 16:11 In your presence is fullness of joy, at your right hand are pleasures evermore  

o Tozer: "To have found God and still to pursue him is the soul's paradox of love, scorned 

indeed by the too-easily-satisfied religionist, but justified in happy experience by the 

children of the burning heart" (p. 15) 

o Calvin: Our hearts are idol factories. (This is the danger. If we do not love God with all of 

our heart we will love something else)  

 How can we guard it? 

 How intentional are you about guarding yours? What do you do? 

 

4:18 – Brighter and Brighter 

 John Piper says “there’s no such thing as sunset for a believer. We are headed to high noon. 
Death for a believer is 11:59am.” So as we grow in Christ we continue to shine brighter and 
brighter. 

The key for 4:18 is 2 Cor. 3:18-4:6. As we see God’s glory, particularly in the face of Christ, Paul says we 

ARE being transformed. We grow in brightness as we look more like Christ. I love we are not called to 

transform ourselves but told that we are transformed as we behold Him. This is why we want our 

services and our lives to be God-centered and Gospel-saturated. Prov. 4:18 does not occur without 2 

Cor. 3:18. 
 
As a means of loving others, don’t just work to “get wisdom” for yourself, but work just as hard for others at 
Trace to get wisdom as well. Don’t just strive to grow brighter and brighter in wisdom, but strive to grow 
brighter with others as we behold God’s glory together.  
 
Protecting – Directing – Perfecting – Three key benefits of Prov. 2-4  


